
OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS

OS-1 To increase access to open space, ensure new development/redevelopment provides enhanced open space(s), as encouraged by the 
designated Place Type and required by the Unified Development Ordinance.

OS-2 To help connect and expand Charlotte’s greenway network, new development/redevelopment should, where appropriate, designate property 
within the FEMA 100-year floodplain and/or the 100-foot Water Quality or Post-Construction buffers (whichever is larger) as open space or 
greenway, if identified in the Mecklenburg County Greenway Master Plan. 

OS-3 To increase access to open space, new development/redevelopment adjacent to existing or planned Mecklenburg County parks or 
greenways should provide connections to the open space, if deemed feasible by Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation. 

OS-4 To ensure future development supports Charlotte’s aspiration of accessible and diverse open spaces, the City should track, digitize, and 
calculate walking distances to publicly accessible private open spaces, such as plazas and courtyards.

OS-5 To increase access to open space, Charlotte should repurpose underutilized rights-of-way and city-owned land into active public spaces. 
Additionally, the City should establish a long-term strategy for the maintenance, funding, and programming of all city-owned public spaces. 
Priority should be given to potential projects that fall within areas classified as “Not Aligned” or “Somewhat Aligned” in Table XX: Open Space 
Assessment or identified in the Corridors of Opportunity Playbooks. (Cross reference with CC-6 & CC-8).

OS-6 To maximize the use of and access to existing open space, the City of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County should formalize joint-use 
agreements for playgrounds, fields, and tracks on Charlotte-Mecklenburg School sites, both existing and future.



ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE RECOMMENDATIONS

EJ-1 To ensure future residents do not live near undesirable or unhealthy land uses, discourage residential development/redevelopment in areas 
designated Manufacturing & Logistics.  

EJ-2 To ensure compatible land uses near industrial land uses, encourage Commercial or Innovative Mixed-Use development/redevelopment 
adjacent to areas designated Manufacturing & Logistics. 

EJ-3 To help mitigate impacts of noise and air pollution, encourage vegetated buffers and adequately sized yards between areas designated 
Manufacturing & Logistics and Neighborhood 1, Neighborhood 2, Campus, Neighborhood Center, Community Activity Center, or Regional 
Activity Center. 

EJ-4 To better measure and monitor environmental justice impacts, update the Equitable Growth Framework to include Land Surface Temperature 
as the sixth measure of the Environmental Justice metric representing urban heat.

EJ-5 To help mitigate water pollutants in surface waters, continue to prioritize educational outreach regarding potential pollution sources, how to 
identify and report pollution, and other best practices.

EJ-6 To mitigate environmental justice impacts, the City should prioritize -or, in some cases, continue prioritizing- investments and programmatic 
funding that addresses impacts in geographies classified as “Poor” or “Somewhat Poor” in Table XX: Environmental Justice Assessment, as 
well as in areas with high Land Surface Temperatures.

EJ-7 To help mitigate impacts of high land surface temperatures, co-locate cooling amenities (such as covered seating and water fountains) at 
neighborhood-serving mobility hubs in geographies classified as “Poor” or “Somewhat Poor” in Table XX: Environmental Justice Assessment, 
as well as in areas with high Land Surface Temperatures.

EJ-8 To reduce brownfields and hazardous sites, the City should consider adjacent Place Type designations and preferred adjacencies, as outlined 
in the Policy Map Manual, when approving new land uses for redeveloped “Areas of Environmental Concern.” 
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